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What is the Spanish program at Casis?

· Students at Casis receive Spanish instruction once a week. 


Each Spanish class is 40 minutes long.

· Spanish classes are taught by Rebecca Jobe. Señora Jobe 


earned her Ph.D. in Spanish Second Language Acquisition from the University of Texas at Austin and has been teaching Spanish in a wide variety of settings for over 13 years.

What are the Spanish program’s goals? 

The goals of the Spanish program at Casis are adopted from the National Standards for Foreign Language Education and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. The five goals are:

· Communication
The student communicates in Spanish.

· Cultures  
The student gains knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

· Connections
The student connects with other disciplines and acquires information.

· Comparisons
The student develops insight into the nature of language and culture.

· Communities
The student participates in multilingual communities at home and around the world.

     The program at Casis employs a FLEX (Foreign Language Experience) instructional model whereby students gain experience in each of the five aspects of foreign language learning described above. FLEX programs are designed to introduce students to one or more foreign languages and 

cultures and to motivate them to pursue further language study. Proficiency in the target language is not a realistic goal of a FLEX program.

Why offer a Spanish program at Casis?

· Enhancement of cognitive skills. Multiple studies have shown that foreign language learning enhances cognitive development and basic skills performance in elementary school children. 

· Development of a global attitude. During their elementary school years, children are open to ideas of global understanding. Study of a foreign language and culture can serve as an important vehicle by which to expand their intercultural views. In our increasingly global economy, a deep understanding of one’s own and other cultures can provide access to a greater number of career possibilities.

· Enhancement of communication skills. While children are developing the ability to communicate in a different language system, they learn to see language as a phenomenon in itself. Children become aware that language and its objects are independent of one another, and that there are many ways in which to refer to one object. The study of foreign languages has also been shown to have positive effects on memory and listening skills.

· Achievement of proficiency. Studies show that there is a direct correlation between the amount of time devoted to language study and the language proficiency that the students attain. Therefore, children who begin in elementary school have a better chance of developing a high level of foreign language proficiency than do students whose foreign language instruction begins in the post elementary school years.

What will the students do in Spanish class?

The Spanish program at Casis follows the natural sequence of language learning: understanding > speaking > reading > writing. 

In the lower grades, the primary stress is on understanding and speaking. A typical lesson plan in Kindergarten and first grade includes:

· short dialogs

· questions and answers with puppets

· songs and games 

· reading simple books aloud 

Many of these same techniques are used to promote understanding and speaking in the upper grades as well. In grades 2 and 3, reading and writing skills are introduced with: 

· vocabulary lists

· simple dictations

· word games 

· written activities 

All four components are developed in grades 4 and 5 with:

· dialogs and skits

· short presentations

· writing and illustrating simple books 

· written activities 

Cultural study units are integrated into the instruction at all grade levels. The topics of these units include: 

· El 16 de septiembre (Mexico’s Independence Day) 

· Día de los muertos (Day of the Dead) 

· 5 de mayo (a holiday commemorating an important military victory in Mexico) 

In addition, the aforementioned Cultures and Communities goals are emphasized through Casis’ relationship with Escuela Solidaridad, our sister school in Juticalpa, Honduras. Students at all grade levels learn about and correspond with their peers at Escuela Solidaridad throughout the year.

What will the students learn?

The curriculum is organized around content areas. Most content areas are repeated at each grade level to allow for review and amplification of the vocabulary as well as to promote the sequential development of the four components of language learning. The content areas that are introduced at each grade level are as follows:

Kindergarten:

· Greetings and Introductions

· Numbers 1-10

· Colors

· Farm animals

· Family members

· Clothing

First grade:

· Numbers 1-30

· Classroom objects

· Wild animals

Second grade

· Numbers 1-100

· Seasons and weather

· Days of the week

· Parts of the body

Third grade

· Numbers 1-1000

· Telling time

· Months of the year

· Food

Fourth and fifth grade

· Likes and dislikes

· Opposites

· Geography of Latin America

· Gender/number agreement


How is the program funded?

The Spanish program is made possible by generous donations from Casis parents. The requested donation is $90 per year for each student. Additional donations to help cover program costs for those families unable to contribute are gratefully accepted.

How can I learn more? 

· Check out the Spanish at Casis website: www.casisspanish.com
· Visit a Spanish class and/or contact Rebecca Jobe at 
841-5611 or via email: rjobe1@austinisd.org
· Read the research on teaching foreign languages in elementary schools. Some recommended sources are:

1. “Foreign Languages: An Essential Core Experience” http://www.utm.edu/departments/french/flsat.html   

2. Curtain, H. & Pesola, C.A.B. (1994). Languages 
and children: Making the match. Foreign language instruction for an early start, grades K-8 (2nd ed.). White Plains: Longman.

3. Rhodes, N. & Schreibstein, A. (1983). "Foreign language in the elementary school: A practical guide." Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics. (ERIC Document Reproduction 
Service No. ED 225 403) (Also available from ACTFL, Yonkers, NY).
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